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THE WINNERS!

KINDERGARTEN

1st Place: “Ballet” by Claire
Brookfield Elementary School

2nd Place: “Bolt’s Adventure” by Drew
Our Lady of the Snows

3rd Place: “Harriet Tubman” by Emery
Poulakidas Elementary School

FIRST GRADE

1st Place: “Ruby Bridge” by Mackinley
Spanish Springs Elementary School

2nd Place: “Are You Ready to go Investigate Italy?” by Sophia
Minden Elementary School

3rd Place: “Ocean Animals are Very Cool” by Elliot
Smithridge STEM Academy

SECOND GRADE

1st Place: ‘“Lunar Living” by Claire
Doral Academy

2nd Place: “Harriet Tubman” by Olivia
Bohach Elementary School

3rd Place: “A Flying Cloud” by Faith
Coral Academy of Science

THIRD GRADE

1st Place: “Toucan Investigates Deforestation” by Arika

2nd Place: “Silver State Endangered Species” by Molly
Westergard Elementary School

3rd Place: “Machu Picchu” by Addilynn
Spanish Springs Elementary School
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PBS member station, PBS Reno, serving northern
Nevada and northeastern California, is proud to take
present the PBS Reno Curiosity Classroom Writers Contest.

Few things can capture a child’s imagination like a good
book. PBS Reno Curiosity Classroom Writers Contest invites
children, kindergarten through third grade, in communities
across our area to use their boundless imaginations to create
original stories and illustrations and then submit them

to their local PBS station. This year, thousands of children
from across northern Nevada and northeastern California
participated in the PBS Reno Curiosity Classroom Writers
Contest, building their creative voices, and developing
critical reading and writing skills.

Visit our website at pbsreno.org/writerscontest
to find out more about the contest, read the winning
stories and watch the winners announce their stories.

The Arthur television series is based on the Arthur Adventure books by Marc Brown, Arthur and
other Marc Brown characters at TM and © of Marc Brown, Television Series ©2022 WGBH. WILD
KRATTS TM © 2022 Kratt Brothers Company Ltd./9 Story Entertainment. All Rights Reserved.
All Rights Reserved.The PBS KIDS logo is a registered mark of the Public Broadcasting Service and
is used with permission.
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THIRD GRADE: 2nd Plate

“Silver State
Endangered Species”

by Molly

Westergard Elementary School
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You've probably thought
about endangered animals,
but have you ever wondered
about endangered animals

in our region? Well, I'm going to
be your guide on investigating
all about a few local
endangered animals.
So get ready to investigate!
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The first endangered animal
to meet is the Sierra Nevada
Bighorn sheep. These sheep
live on rocky areas along
the eastern slope of the
Sierra Nevadas. Can you
believe that only 600 are left?
That’s not a lot. The bighorns
are endangered due to diseases
and domestic sheep, predators,
and effects from the weather.
It’s very sad.
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Have you ever heard of
the yellow-billed Cuckoo bird?
It has a yellow beak and beautiful
black and white tail feathers,
a white tummy, and a brown coat
on top. The important fact
about this is that they need
a riparian habitat to live.

But sadly, their habitat is being
destroyed by increased farming
and livestock. That means
they have no home!
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Last but not least! The desert
tortoise is found in the Sonoran
deserts. Tortoises eat cacti,
wildflowers, and grasses.
It’s sad, but these tortoises
are threatened by habitat loss
and human disturbance!
There’s only 100,000 left right
now. They’re brownish and
they have a turtle like body.
Desert tortoises more slowly too!
(That helps to watch them.)
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| had a lot of fun being your guide
and investigating more about

endangered animals in our region.

So, if you ever see any of the
three animals discussed,
just remember not to touch
them because they’re special!
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